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When Kasatochi volcano, in the Central  Adult auklet abundance indices have not yet shown significant differences (Fig. 2 & 3). * The recovery of auklet nesting habitat

Aleutians, erupted in August 2008, there ,
P . 5 . * Wave erosion has exposed extensive fields of beach boulders, particularly along the northern shore of the island (Fig. 4). was much faster than unexpectec
was concern that a major auklet nesting

 This habitat recovery has progressed

S|t.e was lost for the for.eseeable futgre.  Reconnaissance of areas of beach boulder accumulation and coastal scarp face habitats revealed a low level of breeding through two different mechanisms,
Prior to the 2008 eruption Kasatochi effort among Parakeet Auklets beginning in 2011 (Fig. 4). erosion and rock-falls (Fig. 6).
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Least Auklets around Kasatochi Island 1996-2012.
e Offshore surveys — Crested & Least

this is a typical recovery or unique to
Kasatochi’s geomorphic structure and
environment. Future research will focus
on continued documentation of the
recovery process. By understanding the
factors affecting habitat recovery, we will
be able to determine the applicability of
our results to other sites and predict
future recovery trajectories.
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Figure 6. Schematic illustrating the development of coastal beach boulder _
habitats from wave erosion and talus piles from rockfalls. eruption research.

Figure 5. Large talus pile in Whiskey Cove on the Northwest side of the island.
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