
Summer Lecture Series
Commemorating the 50th 

Anniversary of the 1964 Great 
Alaska Earthquake and Tsunami 

Join us to learn how our knowledge of earthquake and tsunami hazards have changed over 
the last 50 years, how to prepare for the next disaster and how science has made us safer.

Wednesdays @ 2:00 pm
Anchorage Alaska Public Lands Information Center
605 West 4th Avenue in the Old Federal Building
(907) 644-3661 or AlaskaCenters.gov
Free to the public (photo ID required)
For more information visit: Alaska Earthquake Alliance 
web site  www.alaskaquakealliance.org

June 4
Elena Suleimani
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Geophysical 
Institute

It Hit Without Warning: Local Landslide Tsunamis 
Generated by the 1964 Great Alaska Earthquake

June 11 Peter Haeussler
USGS Research Geologist

The 1964 Great Alaska Earthquake: Lessons Learned in 
the 50 years since the Dawn of Plate Tectonics

June 18 Chris Waythomas
USGS Research Geophysicist

Volcanically Initiated Tsunamis

June 25 Rob Witter
USGS Research Geologist

Ancient Tsunamis in the Aleutian Islands – How the 
Past Prepares us for Future Hazards

July 2 Terri Anderson
National Park Ranger

Overview of the 1964 Earthquake and Tsunamis, with 
Videos and Animations.

July 9

Tony Luiken
Emergency Management Specialist III, 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management

Individual & Family Preparedness: Basic Steps to 
Prepare for Catastrophic Disasters

July 16
Rod Combellick
Retired from Alaska Division of Geological and 
Geophysical Surveys

Geologic Evidence of Prehistoric 1964-style 
Earthquakes in the Anchorage Region Over the Past 
5,000 years

July 23
Michael West
State Seismologist, Director, Alaska Earthquake 
Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Why 1964 Earthquake Matters 50 Years Later

July 30
Robert (Buzz) Scher
Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission 
/ Municipality of Anchorage Geotechnical 
Advisory Commission

Influence of the 1964 Earthquake on Civil Engineering 
and Building Codes in Alaska (and the U.S.)

August 6 Terri Anderson
National Park Ranger

Overview of the 1964 Earthquake and Tsunamis, with 
Videos and Animations. 

August 13
Kurt Byers
Marketing and Events Coordinator, 
Norseman Maritime LLC

Ocean Fury: Tsunamis in Alaska.” Award-winning video 
about the 1964 tsunamis

August 20 Thomas Fondell
USGS Research Wildlife Biologist

The Uplift of the Copper River Delta and the Decline of 
the Dusky Canada Goose

August 27 Cindy Preller
Tsunami Program Manager, NOAA

The Tsunamis of 1964


